[Injuries to abdominal vessels after surgery of disk herniation].
Four cases of major vascular injury after disc surgery have been treated by the authors. In two instances the symptoms were those of an intra peritoneal haemorrhage after injury to the aorta or to the common iliac artery. These two cases were treated by resection-anastomosis of the vessel. In the two other cases, a fistula developed between the common iliac artery and the inferior vena cava or between the common iliac artery and the common iliac vein. Both lesions were also repaired two days and 10 days after disc surgery. A review of the literature has shown that these lesions are more frequent after surgery at L4-L5 level than at L5-S1 level. They are more frequent after repeated operation. They should be looked for when a fall in blood pressure is noted at the end of the surgical procedure. The published mortality is about 80 p. 100 in vessel division and 10 p. 100 after arterio venus fistula. The earlier the diagnosis is made, the higher is the proportion of healing.